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SUB J : IRAQI VISAS FOR U.S. BUSINESSMEN 

1 . IRAQI COOL WEATHER SEASON (OCTOBER - APRIL) IS APPROACHING. 

SINCE THIS ALSO COINCIDES WITH THAT PORTION OF IRAQI BUDGET CYCLE 
WHEN GOI AGENCIES DO BULK OF THEIR PROCUREMENT, THIS IS PERIOD WHEN 
U.S. BUSINESSMEN COME IN DROVES TO IRAQI. 
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2. USINT IS RECEIVING GROWING NUMBER OF REQUESTS FROM U.S. 

BUSINESSMEN RESIDENT IN ACTION ADDRESSEE CITIES FOR ASSISTANCE 
WITH VISAS FOR IRAQ. 

3. MFA HAS REPEATEDLY ASSURED US THAT. IN GENERAL, IRAQI 
CONSULAR OFFICERS WORLDWIDE ARE AUTHORIZED TO GRANT SINGLE ENTRY 
VISAS GOOD FOR THREE MONTHS TO REPUTABLE U.S. BUSINESSMEN 

WITH BONA FIDE REASONS FOR VISITING IRAQ - WITHOUT REFERENCE TO 
BAGHDAD. EXPERIENCE SUGGESTS, HOWEVER, THAT IRAQI CONSULS 
INTERPRET THIS DIRECTIVE IN VARIOUS WAYS. 

4. USINT SUGGESTS THAT COMMERCIAL OFFICERS AT ACTION 
ADDRESSEE POSTS CALL ON IRAQI EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICERS 
(WHO OFTEN DOUBLE AS CONSULS) AND WORK OUT, IF POSSIBLE, INFORMAL 
SYSTEM OF INTRODUCING TO CONSULS REPUTABLE RESIDENT AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN WHO SEEK VISAS FOR IRAQ. THIS APPROACH WAS 
SUCCESSFULLY INITIATED IN SUMMER OF 1975 BY COMMERCIAL OFFICER 
AT AMEMBASSY BEIRUT. 

5. ALTERNATIVE IS FOR USINT TO CONTACT IRAQI MFA AND/OR OTHER 
APPROPRIATE IRAQI AGENCY TO SPONSOR VISA APPLICANT, WHICH THEN 
SENDS CABLE TO IRAQI EMBASSY TO AUTHORIZE VISA. PROCESS IS 

BOTH ENORMOUSLY TIME-CONSUMING AND, ACCORDING TO MFA, UNNECESSARY. 

6. IN APPROACH TO IRAQI EMBOFFS, U.S. COMMERCIAL OFFICERS COULD 
POINT OUT THAT THERE IS A USINT (BELGIAN EMBASSY) 

IN BAGHDAD (STAFFED BY EIGHT AMERICANS) AND AN IRAQI 
INTERESTS SECTION (INDIAN EMBASSY) IN WASHINGTON; THAT IRAQ 
IS WELL ON WAY TO BECOMING HALF BILLION DOLLAR ANNUAL MARKET 
FOR U.S. PRODUCTS; THAT USINT ISSUED NEARLY 1,000 VISITORS VISAS 
IN JULY TO IRAQIS; THAT BOTH GOVERNMENTS HAVE RECENTLY REAFFIRMED 
TREATIES ON COMMERCE, NAVIGATION, AND ON CULTURAL EXCHANGES; AND 
THAT STATED GOI POLICY IS TO AVOID DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
U.S. BUSINESS FIRMS. 

7. IF PROPOSED OVERTURES DO NOT LEAD TO DESIRED RESULTS, PLEASE 
INFORM USINT AND WE WILL THEN GO TO MFA WITH FACTS. IN TIME 
THIS SHOULD LEAD TO EASIER ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF REPUTABLE AMERICAN FIRMS. 

WILEY 
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